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Barbara Kruger 
• The juxtaposition of word and 

image in Barbara Kruger's highly 
recognizable work is derived from 
twelve years as a designer and 
photo editor for Conde Nast 
publications.  Short, pithy caption-
like copy is scattered over 
fragmented and enlarged 
photographs appropriated from 
various media.  Usually 
declarative or accusatory in tone, 
these phrases posit an opposition 
between the pronouns "you" and 
"we," which satirically refer to 
"men" and "women."  



-Usually declarative or accusatory in tone, these phrases posit  

an opposition between the pronouns "you" and "we," which  

satirically refer to "men" and "women."  



•These humorous works suspend the viewer between the fascination 
of the image and the indictment of the text while reminding us that 
language and its use within culture to construct and maintain 
proverbs, jobs, jokes, myths, and history reinforce the interests and 
perspective of those who control it. 

  



-What do you think Kruger  

is referring to? 

 

-Who is the “We” 

 

-What does red symbolize  

here? And in the rest of her  

work? 

 

-Do you like her choice of  

text?  Why or why not? 

-What about the choice of  

font? 



 



• Syracuse Cultural Workers 
(SCW) is an educational and 
cultural organization 
founded in 1982. Our 
mission is to help sustain a 
culture that honors diversity 
and celebrates community; 
that inspires and nurtures 
justice, equality and 
freedom; that respects our 
fragile Earth and all its 
beings; that encourages and 
supports all forms of 
creative expression.  
 



-What Makes this  

image so powerful? 



• Untitled (drunk driving) 
Lolita Aulet 
 
By looking at my work, I want 
people to see how dangerous it 
is to drive while intoxicated. I 
hope you will agree with me on 
how important it is to be 
responsible and not put in 
danger other people's lives and 
their own. I hope that this will 
make them think before they 
drink and drive.   



• Capitalism is Not Healthy 
Ricardo Levins Morales  

Northlander Poster Collection 

Item Number: p670 

Size: 11 X 17 

-Notice the use of text in “buy!” 



• Benjamin Franklin 
Ricardo Levins Morales  

Northlander Poster Collection 

-Sometimes less is more. 



• Brown Nose Disease 
Ricardo Levins Morales  

Northlander Poster Collection 

Item Number: p605 
Size: 11 x 17 

-Humor is a great 

attention getter 



• Untitled (wild cargo) 
Cari Bermudez 
 
I want you to look at my 
artwork and feel the sensitivity 
of these innocent animals. I 
believe that it could truly 
change a person's opinion 
and outlook to abusing 
animals. I feel differently 
about this issue now. After 
studying about animal abuse 
and smuggling wildlife, I 
realize that there are a lot of 
problems that we are blind to 
and we need to do something 
about it.  



• Untitled (racism) 
Jessica Lukasik 
 
I want people to see the truth about 
racism. Racism has always existed. 
When people see my project, I want 
them to see the different individuals I 
drew and see them as people, not 
look at their race or religion. I want 
them to realize that racism can be a 
killer. Many people die from acts of 
racism. We need to teach our 
children that it doesn't matter what 
nationality we are. What really 
matters is who we are inside. In 
completing this piece, I learned 
about myself as an artist. I saw how 
I can put my ideas and feelings on 
paper and express my view on 
racism.  



• “….the living, flowing breath of the 
history of nations, ever lightened 
by the reality or illusion of hope. 
Faces beyond forgetting, written 
over with faith in men and dreams 
of man surpassing himself.” Carl 
Sandburg 
 
A new millennium and still we 
struggle for peace and justice.  
Where is dignity? 
Where is love? 
Where is peace? 
 
Carol Molenda, art teacher, St. Benedict 
High School  

-Where could red be used  

in this poster? 



Resources 

• (Day 69).  (--Cf. John Berger's Ways of 

Seeing Chap 3.; Craig Owen, "The 

Discourse of Others," The Anti-

Aesthetic.  Ed. Hal Foster.  pp. 65-90. 

http://www.eng.fju.edu.tw/Literary_Criticism/feminism/women/sherman.htm

